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NOTES



“We are on the brink of a technological revolution
that will fundamentally change the way we live, 

the way we work and the way we relate to each other. 
In its scale, extent and complexity, this transformation

will be different from any that humanity has yet experienced.”
 

World Economic Forum 2018

Artificial intelligence (AI) will have a profound effect on our working 
lives in the coming decades. Fuelled by big data, AI will help us solve 
a range of problems. It will help us cure illnesses, create clean energy 
and build useful and affordable public services. But it will also bring 
about a huge change in the way we live.

The education sector must be prepared for the imminent impact of 
artificial intelligence – most importantly on the new skills that will be 
needed, the integration of AI tools into the education system, the place 
and role of the teacher as well as of schools themselves as spaces for 
learning and socialization. 

These are all issues bringing hopes and begetting fears, inspiring both 
realistic and far-fetched forecasts, and demanding careful reflection 
about what kind of future we want. Our panel has been set up to open 
the debate so that we can better understand the importance of these 
coming changes; specialists from the world of education and AI will 
share their own ideas with the audience and then discuss the questions 
raised by a topic that is so important for our children’s future in an 
unpredictable world.



Programme
18:30-19:00 Welcome 

19:00-21:00 Conference-Debate

21:00 Cocktail

The Panellists
Luc Ferry
Professor of Philosophy and Political Science, docteur d’État in 
Political Science, former French government Minister for Youth, 
Education and Research, Luc Ferry is also the author of a number of 
successful books.

These include: Learn How to Live – A Young Person’s Guide to Philosophy (2006 
winner of the Prix Aujourd’hui), The Wisdom of the Myth: Learn How to Live II 
(2008), Love’s Revolution: in Favour of Secular Spirituality (2010), The Invention of 
the Bohemian Lifestyle 1830-1900 (2012), Destructive Innovation (2014), Wisdom from 
Today and Yesterday (2014), Chronicles of the Present Day (2014), Mythology and Philosophy 
– the Le Figaro/Plon Collection in 20 volumes (2015), The Transhumanist Revolution: How 
Technomedicine and Uberization will Completely Change our Lives (April 2016), Seven Ways 
of Being Happy or the Paradoxes of Happiness collection Le Figaro/Plon in 30 volumes 
(2017), etc. His books have been translated into 20 languages.

He is also a columnist for Le Figaro, Radio Classique and LCI, and is the Honorary President of
the Ecole Polytechnique’s Insurance Science Committee (EPA) which considers the effect of
big data and digitalisation.



Jérôme Berthier
Qualified Data Engineer and Lausanne Business School MBA, 
Jérôme Berthier is an expert in the field of Artificial Intelligence 
and Vice-President of the Empowerment Foundation. He is also 
the director of company which specialises in guiding clients through 
the transformations brought about by so-called disruptive technology. As 
someone working at the heart of the Digital Revolution, he is aware of the 
impact this will have on our lives in areas as diverse as ecology, medicine, health 
education and unskilled employment. These breaks with the past pose problems to 
society at large as well as to businesses of all sizes. 

His Foundation’s mission is to share insights, to train individuals and businesses and ultimately 
to ensure that human beings remain in charge of this revolution and that freedom of choice 
remains at the heart of our society.

Philippe Gudin
A graduate in Mathematics and Economics, Philippe Gudin 
has devoted his life to education. As the Director of Le Rosey, he 
raised the finest Swiss Internat to the ranks of the leading British and 
American boarding schools. His innovations have focused on the
internationalization of education, the development of all students’ 
talents or “intelligences”, bilingualism, and the place of the arts and 
culture in education. A creator of Camps and “Schools Without Walls”, he has 
introduced programmes focused on personal development, and ecology, as well as 
humanitarian and cultural activities. 

His work on humanitarian initiatives most notably includes the opening of a school for 
1500 pupils in Bamako in Mali. He has also worked to save failing schools. An active 
member of various foundations, his primary objective has been to set up effective and 
sustainable educational projects. He has written a number of articles on international 
education and two books: Actis Virtus (2005) and The Arts at the Service of Education 
(2015). 

He also acts as educational consultant for a number of public and private institutions.



LE ROSEY

Founded in 1880, Le Rosey is the largest and oldest of Swiss boarding schools. Situated 
on an outstanding campus in Rolle between Geneva and Lausanne, it moves up to its 
mountain campus in Gstaad every winter. Its 430 students, aged between 8 and 18 all 
sit the International Baccalaureate diploma (IB) or the French baccalauréat in their final 
year, most of them continuing their university studies in the Europe or the USA.

As well as a complete English-French bilingual programme, Roséens can also choose from 
20 other taught languages. Students come from 70 different countries: a nationality or 
regional quota guarantees a uniquely balanced international atmosphere. Discipline, 
living together, sharing the values of respect and solidarity, a daily sports programme, 
inspiring creativity through the arts and entrepreneurship, the development of all the 
talents thanks to multiple clubs and societies, including those that work to help the less 
fortunate – these are, and always have been, the key features of a Rosey education.

The concept behind this is to prepare Roséens for the challenges that await them: they 
will have the benefits of a balanced humanist education, they will know how to make 
proper use of the tools provided by information technology, they will have access to 
world-class cultural events in the Rosey Concert Hall, they will participate in sporting 
competitions, develop their imagination and creativity, their entrepreneurial skills and 
their scientific curiosity. 

L’ Association Internationale des Anciens Roséens, Le Rosey’s very active alumni 
association, is a worldwide network of more than six thousand members perpetuating 
and strengthening the friendships created at school.

 LA SUISSE, UNE ÉDUCATION DIFFÉRENTE !


